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Degree programes/ 
Specialisms
Degree

Admission prerequisites

Educational background

Artistic 
aptitude

Aptitude 
test

Stage/Costume Design
Diploma for Graduates in 
Fine Arts/Stage or Costu-
me Design of weißensee 
academy of art berlin

General matriculation standard 
desirable, 
knowledge of theatre practice,
handicraft skills, 
literary interest

Special artistic 
talent

1. Presen-
tation of 
portfolio
2. Artistic 
aptitude 
exam with 
interview

Sculpture
Diploma for Graduates in 
Fine Arts/Sculputure of wei-
ßensee academy of art ber-
lin

General matriculation standard 
desirable, 
basic practical knowledge
in handicraft

Special artistic 
talent

idem

Painting 
Diploma for Graduates in 
Fine Arts/Painting of wei-
ßensee academy of art ber-
lin

General matriculation standard 
desirable

Special artistic 
talent

idem

Textile and Surface 
Design 
BA/MA

General matriculation standard, 
practical vocational knowledge
preliminary vocational training

Artistic talent idem

Product Design
BA/MA

General matriculation standard, 
preliminary practical training

Artistic talent idem

Visual Communication
BA/MA

General matriculation standard, 
preliminary vocational training

Artistic talent idem

Fashion Design
BA/MA

General matriculation standard, 
practical vocational knowledge

Artistic talent idem

Art Therapy
MA in Art Therapy

Completed college study
work experience et al.

Artistic talent Portfolio 
and 
interview

Space Strategies
MA

Completed college study 
of 4 years
work experience et al.

Artistic-scientific 
talent

Portfolio 
and 
interview

Summary of the Courses of StudyGENERAL INFORMATION

The weißensee academy of art berlin is one 
of a kind. The foundation for its combination 
of theory and practice in the curriculum was 
laid more than 50 years ago and is just as re-
levant today. Students will eventually decide 
on a specialization, but all of them will start 
with a one-year interdisciplinary program co-
vering the basic principles of art and design. 
To engage with themes and develop ideas, stu-
dents are offered a broad range of courses in 
theory as well as opportunities to do practical 
as well as project-oriented work. This unparal-
leled interdisciplinary approach is supported by 
the school‘s thirteen workshops and studios.  
 
The exchange of ideas between the different 
disciplines is encouraged and supported all the 
way to the point when students finish their 
degrees. It enables them to develop the abili-
ty to think across boundaries, to take respon-
sibility for contemporary problems, and to co-
operate with a diversity of social groups. These 
overarching goals and the exposure to wor-
king with concrete problems provide students 
with unique challenges and promote imagi-
nation, creativity, and social responsibility.  
 
Because of its network of international part-
ners and collaborators, the Berlin Weissen-
see School of Art can offer a multitude of 
opportunities for students to be mobile and 
participate in intercultural exchanges. The 
global approach is evident in the high num-
ber of international students on the campus.  
 
Studying at the Berlin Weissensee School of Art 
offers a unique opportunity and ideal conditi-
ons for all those who believe that art and socie-
ty are mutually dependent.
          Leonie Baumann, Rector

Structure of the College

The weißensee academy of art berlin is one of 
the youngest state art colleges in Germany. It 
was founded immediately after World War II by 
private initiative as „Kunstschule des Nordens“ 

A particular feature of the weißensee academy 
of art berlin consists in the structural and con-
textual integration of the different specialisms 
according to their scope. The structure enforces 
and enables ample flexibility, foments experi-
mental work and facilitates immediate reac-
tion to the needs of society. 

Borrowing from the teaching concept of the 
Bauhaus, a basic one-year artistic study is com-
pulsory for the students of all specialisms at the 
Kunsthochschule Berlin Weissensee. This ap-
plies also to the general soft-science seminars 
and lectures accompanying the studies until 
BA/MA examination or graduation. The BA/MA 
or graduation thesis consists of two separately 
evaluated parts: a theoretical and a practical 
one. The interdisciplinary elements of the sylla-
bus structure are additionally strengthened by 
all workshops being collegewide open for use. 
The following specialisms are offered: Fashion 
Design, Visual Communication, Stage and Co-
stume Design, Textile and Surface Design, Pro-
duct Design, Fine Arts/ Painting and Fine Arts/
Sculpture/Plastic Art. 

The success of the syllabus structure of the wei-
ßensee academy of art berlin can be appraised, 
among other things, by the steadily growing 
international renown of the College. The num-
ber of inquiries within the European Exchange 
Programme have, for instance, constantly in-
creased. The number of regular foreign stu-
dents amounts to about 60 per year, which is 
approximately 10% of all students. Participa-
ting in international exchange programmes, 
the College additionally facilitates every year a 
stay of several months for about 60 students. 

A distinguishing feature of study and teaching 
at the weißensee academy of art berlin is prac-
tice orientation in all specialisms: The practical 
part of the study is by projects so as to enable 
students to train their creativity by grappling 
with the real conditions in our society. Group 
work and presentation of results also outside 
of the College are of special significance in this 
respect. 



applicants from non-EC-countries)
• a health insurance covering doctor’s and 
dentist’s fees as well as costs of medication and 
hospital care in Germany (for students from EC-
countries: form E 128)
• for proof of practical experiences in a study 
relevant field (6-8 weeks intern ship) except the 
departments: painting and sculpture. Weissen-
see does not organise any preliminary practi-
cals.

Full details of an educational stay in Germany 
can be obtained from the local embassy/consu-
late of the Federal Republic of Germany, from 
the Goethe–Institute (German Cultural Institu-
te) and from the offices of the Deutscher Aka-
demischer Austauschdienst (German Academic 
Exchange Service – DAAD). 

Registration/fees

For registration it is necessary to present the 
health insurance vouchers and to pay the 
contributions of approx. 300 € (registration 
fee, social contribution, Students’ Association 
(ASTA) and ticket for local transport). Tuition 
fees are not charged. 

Information on admission and matri-
culation for international applicants

In application proceedings, there are no diffe-
rences between Germans, EU-Citizens or other 
international applicants, provided internatio-
nal applicants can submit a proof of German 
language proficiency with the application form:
minimum of the qualification level A2/B1 for 
the Fine Arts programs and B1/B2 for Design 
departments.

The language of instruction is German in all 
our courses. As the aptitude test will be also 
carried out in German it is absolutely necessary 
to be provided with a sufficient knowledge of 
German language. Needless to say that most 
professors speak English very well, so in case 
of need, applicants may be able to explain the 
ideas, aims and motivation also in English.
After a positive decision, it must be presented 

a language certificate for the admission: for ex-
ample TestDaF 4, telc Deutsch C1 Hochschule, 
DSH 2 or the language proof of the UDK (qua-
lification level C1) for Design departments; and 
Testdaf 3, DSH 1 or the certificate of the UDK 
(qualification level B2) for the Fine Arts study 
programs.

In exceptional cases, a proof of the exam regi-
stration or a certificate of the B2 / C1 - course is 
also sufficient for the time being. The relevant 
language certificate must be submitted before 
the studies begin.  

Recognition of certificates

First if applicants pass the aptitude test suc-
cessfully, they have to apply for admission with 
the necessary certificates and documents, and 
these must be submitted in form of an officially 
authenticated translation in German or Eng-
lish. Foreign higher education entrance quali-
fications (allgemeine Hochschulreife) must be 
recognised as equivalent to the German ge-
neral or subject-specific higher education ent-
rance qualification. An exemption from this is 
possible if you have a „special artistic aptitude“ 
and its is declared in the notification for the re-
sult of the aptitude test. Applicants for the Fine 
Art programs can be accepted without a higher 
education entrance qualification, if they pro-
vide a certification from a college preparatory 
secondary school.

Applicants from the People‘s Republic of China, 
Vietnam and Mongolia must include the origi-
nal certificate confirming that the papers have 
been pre-checked by the Academic Evaluation 
Centre (APS). 

Commencement of study

Admission of beginners is for the winter seme-
ster only, i. e. from October of the current year

Duration of study

Design-courses: The regular duration of study is 
of 8 semesters, 240 ECTS-credits (Bachelor) and 

This nearness to reality is initiated in the ar-
tistic basics study which, unlike the Bauhaus 
concept, is focussed mainly on the visualisation 
of man and environment. This practice-related 
approach is promoted by the compulsory prac-
tical semester in the main course which offers 
future graduates also an opportunity of esta-
blishing valuable contacts for obtaining job 
chances after completion of the study. 

The works presented by the students of sculp-
ture and painting show clearly that they are not 
trained that much in classical abstraction, but 
find their orientation rather in a subjective ap-
proach to reality with places, people and their 
activities. 

Student advisory service

Susan Lipp
general course guidance

Student Service, room A 1.09
weissensee academy of art berlin
Bühringstr. 20 - 13086 Berlin
mail: studienberatung@kh-berlin.de

open hours:  tuesday 11-13, thursday 14-17
telephone advisory service: +49 30 47705 342 
tuesday 14-16, wednesday 10-12 

Application for aptitude test

The application period for all undergradua-
te courses of study is from 1 November to 10 
December of each year. The application period 
for the supplementary courses Design: 01.05. 
to the 31.05. of each year. The Registration is 
made through the website: www.kh-berlin.de. 

The application period for the Space Strategies: 
01.05. to the 31.05. of each year.

The application period for the Art Therapy: 
15.09. to the 15.10. of each year.

Within the mentioned periods the weißensee 
academy of art berlin accepts applications for 
participation in the aptitude test. The corre-

sponding form can be requested by mail or 
collected at the College. It is also available via 
Internet: www.kh-berlin.de 

In January applicants will receive an invitation 
for the admission test in February and practical 
hints for the presentation of their portfolios.
 
Only after the admission procedure has been 
successfully passed it will be possible to file an 
application for study. Period of application: 
01 to 30 April of each year
(the deadlines for application for supplementa-
ry and postgraduate courses are different)

Aptitude test/admission procedure for un-
dergraduate courses

The admission test or exam will consist of:
•The test starts with the submission of your 
portfolio and if required your special homework.
Minimum of 15 to maximally 20 personally 
produced artistic works (preferably drawings 
and other specimens). Admission of the appli-
cant to the test will be decided upon after ex-
amination of these works
• a 2 to 3-day practical exam for proving the ap-
titude required for the desired course of study
• an interview concerning, as a rule, the evalua-
tion of the artistic achievement shown as well 
as the artistic career envisaged by the appli-
cant. In some courses a written exam is integral 
part of the aptitude test.

The course of the aptitude test and the result 
will be recorded in writing and the participants 
will be informed in writing about the results.

Admission prerequisites  
for international students

In addition to the common documents of appli-
cation, international candidates will need the 
following proofs:
• proof of sufficient knowledge of German
• certified copy of school leaving certificate in 
German (Zeugnisanerkennung)
• proof of nationality
• residence permit for time of studies (only for 



faculty, is the responsibility of the director of 
the Office of Student Affairs, in close coopera-
tion with the faculties of all departments. The 
Office of Student Affairs advises all students in-
volved in academic exchanges (both incoming 
and outgoing) regarding their choice of: - an 
appropriate college abroad
- an appropriate time to study abroad
- a faculty mentor
- how to finance their exchange
- the application process
A list of partner institutions can be found here 
Faculty members who wish to arrange a short-
term residency at one of the KHB’s partner in-
stitutions can find information here as well and 
are eligible for financial support through the 
Staff Training mobility or the Teachers Mobility 
program.

Outgoing Students

Students of Weissensee who will be in at least 
the third semester in their program during win-
ter term can use the Study Abroad Application 
(download here) to apply to study abroad at 
one of our partner institutions. The application 
must be submitted to the International Office 
(room A1.13). Please contact Leoni Adams with 
any questions regarding the application.

Outgoings: Internships

Students who do not wish to study abroad 
may be interested in an internship subsidized 
by ERASMUS program funds. You will have to 
arrange the position yourself and apply for the 
grant at least six weeks before your internship 
begins via Career Service at the Technische Uni-
versität Berlin Funding is available to/for: - stu-
dents in any program of study (BA/MA/Diplom/
doctorate) - 3- to 12-month internships - in-
ternships at European companies

Accommodation

The weißensee academy of art berlin does not 
have any student hostels or flats. The studieren-
denWERK BERLIN, however, disposes of a great 
number of rooms in Berlin at a cost of between 

EURO 250,00 and 450,00. International Stu-
dents as well as handicapped or chronically ill 
students enjoy a preferential attendance in this 
respect. The address of the central accommo-
dation agency is 

studierendenWERK BERLIN, 
Abteilung Wohnen InfoPoint 
  Hardenbergstr. 34 
  10623 Berlin  
  Phone:+49 (0)30-93939 - 70 
  www.stw.berlin

Moreover there exists in Berlin an ample offer 
of private flat-sharing and subtenancy oppor-
tunities which can be found in newspaper ads, 
on notice boards, by personal contacts or in in-
ternet, for example: wg-gesucht.de, easywg.de, 
wg-welt.de

Information material 

Further information about the weißensee aca-
demy of art berlin can be found in the Internet 
(www.kh-berlin.de).

Information days

Once a year – in July – the weißensee academy 
of art berlin hosts its traditional „RUNDGANG-
Open Days“ providing prospective students 
and applicants best opportunities for informa-
tion and offer you an ideal introduction to this 
school. And all interesed people are also invited 
to an informative event in November, here will-
take place a presentation of all departments.  

 
weissensee academy of art berlin 
Student Services, Bühringstr. 20   13086 Berlin
studienberatung@kh-berlin.de
Tel: +49 30  4 77 05 - 342
www.kh-berlin.de 
 

2 semesters, 60 ECTS-credits (Master of Arts).
Fine Arts-courses: The regular duration of study 
is of 10 semesters, 300 ECTS-credits.

Master class: Meisterschülerstudium

Graduates in the Fine Art study program of the 
weißensee academy of art berlin who achieved 
very good or excellent Master results may apply 
for a one-year honour-master-student course.

Change of college

Changing to the weißensee academy of art 
berlin is possible only after completion of the 
fundamental study or of the 2nd semester in 
the same course of study. It is recommendab-
le first to get into touch with the professors of 
the desired specialism and to arrange a perso-
nal interview. Acceptance and acknowledge-
ment of accomplished studies are assessed and 
approved by the examination and admission 
committees. The form covering an application 
for change of college can be obtained from the 
Referat für Studienangelegenheiten. 

Financial assistance

Basing on the Federal Law for Educational Ad-
vancement (BaföG), Students may apply for a 
financial assistance with the Student Welfare 
Organisation 

studierendenWERK BERLIN, 
Amt für Ausbildungförderung
  Behrenstrasse 40/41, 10117 Berlin
  Tel. +49 (0)30 93939-70
  www.stw.berlin
  www.bildungskredit.de

International affairs

The weißensee academy of art berlin has ta-
ken on a gratifyingly international character 
in recent years. In addition to academic pro-
jects directed by Weissensee faculty members 
abroad, the college’s numerous international 
students, who make up about 35 % of its total 
enrollment, lend an international flavor. All stu-

dents are advised to spend a semester abroad 
during the second phase of their studies, to 
gain further professional and intercultural ex-
perience and to acquire additional skills. To this 
end, the college maintains partnerships and 
exchange programs with around 90 art acade-
mies and colleges in Europe, Asia, Australia and 
America, with active student participation. 

Incoming guests (exchange)

The weißensee academy of art berlin maintains 
exchange programmes with about 90 Colle-
ges and Academies all over the world. Most 
of these enjoy financial support as SOCRATES/
ERASMUS-Programmes. Students from these 
partner colleges enjoy preference when app-
lying for an exchange placement, so that anyo-
ne interested in going to Berlin-Weissensee for 
a guest study of several months should first 
contact the coordinator for student exchange 
at his college. The weißensee academy of art 
berlin is always pleased to receive scholarship 
holders of the DAAD or of other scholarship 
donors or foundations. Foreign students 
wishing to spend a semester abroad at 
the Kunsthochschule Berlin Weißensee 
can apply twice a year. Applicants for the 
summer semester must submit an Inter-
national Student Application by Novem-
ber 15. Applicants for the winter semester 
must submit an application by April 15. 
The links to the application forms will be 
found on our website: www.kh-berlin.de 
If your application is approved, you can at-
tend as an exchange student for the speci-
fied period.

International Office
Coordinator:  Leonie Adams
Phone:   + 49 30 477 05 232
Telfax:   +49 30 477 05 290
e-mail:   international@ kh-berlin.de

Exchange programs

The coordination of exchange programs, inclu-
ding the acquisition of funds for the financial 
support of internationally mobile students and 


